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Set the Tone:

Hey FTF people,

This week, we're jumping into Revelation 8:1-5—five verses that
show the power of silence, prayer, and God. After Sunday’s sermon,
| hope you're as encouraged as | am to see how God hears you,
even in the quiet moments, and moves in ways we can't ignore. My
prayer is that you'll realize your voice matters to Jesus—He's
listening, and He's ready to respond.

- Grant



The Power of Silence

Monday

READ REVELATION 8:1

When the Lamb opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half
an hour.

CONNECTED SCRIPTURE HABAKKUK 2:20

But the Lord isin his holy temple; let all the earth keep silence before him.

STUDY NOTES

“Seventh seal” - After six seals of chaos (Revelation 6-7), this silence feels like the
calm before the storm.

“Half an hour” - Not literal time, but a pause showing something huge is coming.
Heaven stops to listen.

Habakkuk 2:20 - Silence isn't empty; it's reverence for God'’s presence.

REFLECTION:

Ever been in a moment so big you just shut up? Maybe before a game, a test, or bad
news? Revelation 8:1 is like that—heaven goes quiet because God'’s next move is
massive. After the seals of judgment and mercy, this silence screams anticipation. It's
not dead air; it's holy. Jesus, the Lamb, is in control, and even the angels hold their
breath.

What do you think heaven was waiting for in that silence?

Why does silence sometimes feel louder than noise in your life?

How can quiet moments help you hear God better?

Take 5 minutes today—no phone, no noise. Just sit with Jesus. Ask Him, “What are
You saying in my silence?”




Your Prayers Reach the Throne

Tuesday

READ REVELATION 8:3-4

3 And another angel came and stood at the altar with a golden censer, and he was
given much incense to offer with the prayers of all the saints on the golden altar
before the throne, 4 and the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of the saints, rose
before God from the hand of the angel.

CONNECTED SCRIPTURE PSALM 141:2

Let my prayer be counted as incense before you, and the lifting up of my hands as the
evening sacrifice.

STUDY NOTES

“Incense” - A sweet smellin the Old Testament, now mixed with our prayers.

“Prayers of the saints” - That's you! Your words hit God's throne.

Psalm 141:2 - David saw prayer as something God treasures, like a gift.

REFLECTION:

Think about this: every prayer you've ever prayed—big, small, messy—gets to God.
Revelation 8 shows an angel mixing them with incense, making them beautiful before
the throne. That time you prayed about a breakup, a fight with your parents, or just
“Help me, Jesus”? It's not ignored. Satan wants you to think your voice is weak, but
God says it's gold.

What's one prayer you've prayed lately that you hope God hears?

How does knowing your prayers reach His throne change how you talk to Him?

Where do you need to trust God'’s hearing you right now?

Write a quick prayer (even one sentence) on your phone or a sticky note. Thank
Jesus that it's reaching His throne today.




God's Response Shakes the Earth

Wednesday Devo

READ REVELATION 8:5

Then the angel took the censer and filled it with fire from the altar and threw it on the
earth, and there were peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes of lightning, and an
earthquake.

CONNECTED SCRIPTURE MATTHEW 7:7-8

7 "Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened
to you. 8 For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the
one who knocks it will be opened.

STUDY NOTES

“Fire from the altar” - God'’s answer isn’t soft; it's fierce and real.

“Thunder, lightning, earthquake” - Signs of God moving, like at Mount Sinai (Ex. 19).

Matthew 7:7-8 - Jesus promises God responds when we seek Him.

REFLECTION:

After the silence and prayers, God doesn’t mess around—He acts. That fire hitting the
earth is His response to the cries of His people. It's judgment on evil, but also a wake-
up call for the world. Jesus hears you, and His answers shake things up. Ever seen
God move in your life like that—maybe through a convo, a breakthrough, or
something wild?

How does God's big response make you feel about your small prayers?

Where have you seen Him “shake the earth” in your life or someone else’s?

Satan hates when we pray—how can you fight back with boldness today?

Pray for something bold—maybe for a friend to know Jesus or for courage to share
your faith. Trust He'll shake things up.




Wednesday

Small Group Discussion

ICE BREAKER QUESTION (5 MINUTES)

What was the best and hardest part of your week?

READ REVELATION 8:1-5

1 When the Lamb opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half
an hour. 2 Then | saw the seven angels who stand before God, and seven trumpets
were given to them. 3 And another angel came and stood at the altar with a golden
censer, and he was given much incense to offer with the prayers of all the saints on
the golden altar before the throne, 4 and the smoke of the incense, with the prayers of
the saints, rose before God from the hand of the angel. 5 Then the angel took the
censer and filled it with fire from the altar and threw it on the earth, and there were
peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes of lightning, and an earthquake.

KEY TAKEAWAYS FROM SUNDAY’'S MESSAGE + QUESTIONS

£} HOW TIME WITH GOD IS RELEVANT (REVELATION 8:1)
e Heaven pauses in complete silence for 30 minutes, showing the importance of
stillness before God.
e True worship isn’t just speaking to God—it’'s remembering His faithfulness,
recognizing His momentum, and resting in His majesty.
e Question: Why do you think heaven went silent before the seventh seal
opened? (Revelation 8:1)

3 HOW WORDS TO GOD ARE RECEIVED (REVELATION 8:3-4)
e The prayers of the saints rise before God like incense, showing that He values
every word we pray.
e Even when we don't see immediate answers, God holds onto our prayers and
responds in His perfect timing.
e Question: How does knowing your prayers mix with incense and hit God’s
throne make you feel? (Revelation 8:3-4)

E) HOW REQUESTS TO GOD GET RESPONSES (REVELATION 8:5)
e God answers every prayer in one of four ways: No, Slow, Grow, or Go—each
response is for our good.
e When God moves, His response is powerful and undeniable, shaking the earth
with His authority.
e Question: The fire and thunder in verse 5—how does that show God’s serious
about answering us?




Wednesday

Small Group Discussion

ADDITIONAL DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

What stuck with you from Sunday’s sermon on Revelation 8:1-5?

Satan wants us to quit praying—what keeps you from talking to God sometimes?

How can we pray bolder after seeing this chapter?

Who's one person we can pray for as a group tonight?

& GROUP CHALLENGE: PURSUING TRUE PEACE IN JESUS

Follow up: Last week, we committed to share the hope of Jesus with someone. How
did that go?

This week, as a group, choose one bold prayer—whether for your school, a friend far
from God, or something big on your heart—and commit to praying for it together all
week.

PRAYER:

Thank Jesus for hearing every word we say.

Ask for boldness to pray like it matters.

Lift up the person or thing you chose in the challenge.




Jesus Hears You

Thursday

READ HEBREWS 4:14-16

14 Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens,
Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we do not have a high
priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every
respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin.16 Let us then with confidence
draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in
time of need.

REFLECTION:

How does Jesus as our priest connect to the angel at the altar in Revelation 8?

What's one thing you're scared to pray about? Bring it to His throne today.

CHALLENGE: PRAY BOLDLY & EXPECT GOD TO MOVE

Prayer isn't just something we do before meals or bedtime—it’s how we invite God to
move in real, powerful ways. Revelation 8 shows us that our prayers rise before His
throne, and He responds in power. This week, commit to one bold prayer—whether
for your school, a friend far from God, or something big on your heart—and pray for it
daily.

How to Pray Boldly This Week:

e Pray for someone who needs Jesus—Ask God to open their heart and give you an
opportunity to share His love.

 Pray for your school, team, or community—Ask for revival and for courage to live
out your faith.

 Pray for a breakthrough—Bring a personal struggle or need to God, trusting He
will move.

» Pray consistently—Set a reminder, write it down, or pray every time you think
about it.

PRAYER

Jesus, | know You hear me. Just like in Revelation 8, my prayers rise before You, and
You respond in power. This week, I'm praying boldly—trusting that You are moving
even when | can't see it. Open hearts, change lives, and use me to share Your hope.
Help me stay faithful in prayer and expect You to work. In Your name, Amen.”




God's Power in Your Words

Friday

START WITH PRAYER: Lord, thank You for reminding me that my prayers are powerful
because they are heard by You. Just as Revelation 8:5 shows Your response shaking the
earth, | believe my prayers matter and that You are moving even now. Help me to pray boldly,
to trust that You hear me, and to never let the enemy silence my voice. Fill me with faith today

to speak up in prayer and believe in Your power. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

READ JAMES5:16

The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working.

REFLECTION:

How does this tie to the fire thrown to earth in Revelation 8:5?

Satan wants you quiet—where can you speak up with prayer today?

Tell Jesus one way you'll trust His power in your words.

PRAYER:

Jesus, | trust that my prayers are more powerful than | realize because they are placed
in Your hands. Thank You for hearing me, for working even when | can’t see it, and for
reminding me that You respond in power. Help me to keep praying, to speak boldly,
and to never let fear or doubt keep me silent. | give You my words, my prayers, and
my trust—use them for Your glory. In Your name, Amen.




Keep Talking to Him

Saturday

READ 1 THESSALONIANS 5:16-18

16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; for
this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.

REFLECTION:

How does Revelation 8:1-5 show prayer isn't a one-time thing?

What's one way Jesus has answered you lately?

PRAYER:

Father, thank You for always listening and inviting me to pray without ceasing. Just
like in Revelation 8:1-5, where heaven paused in silence, help me to trust that You are
always working, even when | can't see it. Teach me to seek You in every season—to
praise You in the good, lean on You in the hard, and find peace in simply being with
You. Let prayer be my daily rhythm, not just a request but a relationship. Keep my
heart open, my faith strong, and my conversations with You constant. In Jesus’ name,
Amen.

STAY CONNECTED:

Missed the sermon? Watch it on YouTube, Spotify, or Apple Podcasts.

NEXT WEEK:

Every person | talk to who has committed to this study has grown in BIG ways. These
devotions are all about reminding you Jesus hears you—every whisper, every cry—
and He's moving. Keep praying, keep seeking Him, and let’s see what He does next. |
could not be more proud of what God is doing.

-Grant




